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It’s Membership Renewal Time!  

Renewal form in this newsletter. 
 

Speaker for monthly meeting on 
Saturday, January 16 th : Doug Fronius 
 

Topic: The Unmanned Aircraft –
Northrop Grumman. 



����������	
������
���������

 

&'��!��"#(��)����*��
+��,�����'������-�

 
We had a great 2009 and 2010 can be even better.  Your 
Chapter can be whatever you want it to be.  Do you have 
some ideas?  What would you like to see in 2010?  What 
have we done right?  What have we done wrong?  Let us 
know.  Email addresses of Directors and Officers are in this 
newsletter. 

One of the really successful things was Joe’s Camp-out / 
Fly-in at our hangars followed by Jesse’s movies.  
Everybody wants to try that again.  Maybe in the spring this 
time.  What else would you like to do? 

Bob “sweet lips” Johnson sure put on a great party for us in 
December.  We had it in the hangar instead of a fancy 
restaurant and we had a terrific time.  Sweet Lips played his 
cornet for us and told some very old jokes.  There were 
prizes, too.  The rain held off and it warmed up – there was 
even a rainbow.  How’s that for careful planning?  Should 
we have a Summer Party, too? 

Jesse Clark and Kerry have put our Young Eagles program 
on Facebook and on Twitter.  Check us out. 

We have the only defibrillator on Brown Field and it’s time 
for some of us to be re-trained.  If you’re interested, please 
see Chris Puntis.  The machine is automatic and you do not 
have to have training to use it, but training always helps. 

If you missed Ron Schuler’s talk on the hot air blimp, you 
really missed something.   We hope he’ll give us his 
celebrated talk on propellers next time.  Watch for Doug 
Fronius’ talk too. 

Get involved this year.  You’ll have a lot of fun.   
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December 5: Ron Schuler and Roy VanDebogart started the 
month of December EAA Chapter 14 fly-in Saturday 
luncheons, with a generous and warming serving of bowtie 
pasta, green salad, bun, butter and ice cream. Though the 
turn out was light, a number of fly in aircraft from Gillespie 
came by and Ryan kept the Tomahawk busy doing 
demonstration flights. During the week John & Judy Collins 
brought their Cygnet Amphibian in for weighing and a 
flight. John has removed the floats, making it lighter and 
easier for ground handling. It is one cold ride in the chilly 
weather though and John said that is all until next May. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Awards Banquet! A week from today (Sunday) starting at 1 
o’clock in the hanger. Bob Johnson has about 40 members 
and guests signed up to attend to date. Get your reservation 
in! $15 each for a choice of turkey, chicken, or meat loaf 
catered by Boston Market and entertainment by the Radio 
City Music Hall Rockettes, I believe he said?????  

December 13: More rain! And though needed, it definitely 
threw a damper on the EAA fly in luncheon at Brown Field. 
Second Saturday the weekend for flying Young Eagles but 
the only thing flying was Gary List’s simulator. Prospective 
Young Eagles, Tristan Werner and Jude Smith kept it busy 
as even the kiddy peddle planes were grounded. Still some 
30 faithful members and guests arrived for Bob Johnson’s 
special, beer boiled brats, beans, potato salad, green salad, 
and ice cream.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The “club” Cessna 170 was moved into the T-hanger and 
hanger one was set up for a gala Christmas party on Sunday. 
Bob Johnson has arranged for some 40 dinners catered by 
Boston Market and has scheduled a sunnier, warmer day for 
the party starting at 1300. Gene Hubbard, Dennis Cullum, 
and others decorated a tree and rigged lights to that effect. 

December 19: The day? Sparkling, sunny, warm and clear, 
for Saturday’s EAA Chapter 14 fly in pancake breakfast and 
luncheon.  Kevin and his crew, Jimmy, Scott, and Jesse, 
welcomed the early arrival of 3 Beechcraft Bonanza’s and 
many drive ins treading their way between mud holes, left 
from the recent rains. Following the breakfast, President 
Larry Rothrock called the monthly general membership 
meeting with Ray West leading the members in the Pledge 
of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Tristan Werner 

Jude Smith 
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Bob Johnson was commended for his handling of the 
enjoyable Christmas party of last Sunday. Over 40 attended 
and had a fine time in hanger 1, beautifully decorated for the 
event. Chris Puntis commented on the defibrillator mounted 
in hanger 1, the only one on the field, saying a re-
qualification course would be set up in the future, but in the 
meantime if it is needed, it is quite simple to use, just open it 
up and follow spoken directions as it is activated. Jessie 
Clark noted we flew 139 Young Eagles during the year. 

2009 Chapter Service Awards were presented to Pete 
Grootendorst, Dennis Cullum, Gene Hubbard, Joe Russo, 
Donna Ryan, Bob Johnson, Jessie Clark and Kerry Powell. 
Kerry has written the newsletter for the past 10 years and it 
is to be published by Donna Ryan starting the new year. 
Kerry was also honored with a Life Membership Award in 
Chapter 14.  

Chapter Member Ron Schuler was the featured speaker and 
spoke on hot air and helium airships, having flown both 
types with considerable experience in the development of 
the hot air blimp which took place at Brown Field several 
years ago. He illustrated his comments with a model blimp 
and a round gas filled balloon. Ron noted that the flying of a 
blimp which looks quite easy from the ground is in fact a lot 
of work. Slow response to the controls, lots of full deflection 
movements due to air currents affecting the blimp, weight 
problems due to fuel burn, leaking hydrogen, solar heating, 
loading and unloading passengers, etc. keep the pilot 
sweating.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ron noted that the Met Life blimp currently operating at 
Brown Field makes one round of the 48 States each year 
then returns to Florida for “annual inspection” where 
$45,000 of helium is required to re-inflate it. All cross 
country flights at about 50 mph require the follow up of the 
ground crew with the pole (mast) truck following along, and 
only designated landing fields are permitted. Operations are 
very expensive. 

Ron’s narration of the development of the hot air blimp was 
especially interesting. Ron has ideas of how the hot air 
blimp, using two engines for steering and a round shape and 
many other improvements over the previous design could be 
successful and operated at a much lower cost than hydrogen 
blimps. Good luck Ron, go for it…. 

Ron and Roy VanDebogart fed over 40 diners on bowtie 
pasta with secret meat sauce, green salad, bun, butter and ice 
cream.  Merry Christmas and…… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 26: Another sunny, balmy, December day at 
EAA Chapter 14 Saturday’s fly in luncheon. Fly ins were 
few, but it was right for applying fabric or hanging a new 
engine, as Paul Hanson and Dennis Cullum demonstrated by 
doing so on the Offshoot and RV3 respectively. Jim 
MacKinnon continued the installation of a new instrument 
panel in the Grumman Traveler. Gene Hubbard applied 
himself on one of the several projects he juggles constantly. 
Perhaps others were too full of Christmas turkey to jostle 
about in the air, or else had spent all their gas money on 
Christmas presents. 

 

 

 

 Paul irons his plane; Dennis hangs an engine. 
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Richard Kalling baked potatoes and fed us all with baked 
potato, chili, cheese sauce, onion, bacon bits, cake, pie, and 
tropical fruit. Bob Johnson announced the passing of another 
of our life members, Margaret Fisher in November. 
Margaret and her husband Mike who predeceased her were 
very active in the Chapter in the past, cooking fabulous 
Saturday lunches, and Mike donated a Mini-Max kit to the 
Chapter a few years ago. Both were honored with life 
membership in Chapter 14. 
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SDM Radar:  This tower has a D-BRITE, which is very 
limited radar.  Noteworthy is the fact that our “radar” is 
slaved off of Miramar.  This presents line of sight issues 
since we have a couple of gorgeous geologic features to the 
north of us blocking the radar!  San Miguel Mountain is the 
most significant.  When you are in the area of Otay Lakes, 
east of San Miguel, below 2300’ or so, we do not see any 
targets on the display until you are approaching the prison.  
Your position report and initial call is critical.  Most of our 
general aviation traffic arrives via that corridor and that is 
the quadrant that gives us radar issues!   

What can you do to increase safety in that area? Call SDM 
from upper Otay Lake, with the ATIS letter, full call sign 
including type and say altitude (in addition to your 
intentions).  Indicate if you have any other traffic in sight.  
Other aircraft in that area may or may not be talking to 
SDM.  Always stay out of the Otay jump zone.  They jump 
all day, almost every VFR day!  Watch for the jump planes 
climbing out of Nichols field.  There may be a Caravan, 
Twin Otter or a Sherpa… sometimes several at a time.  We 
don’t see them until they are climbing through 2300’ or so 

and they call SoCal, not SDM.  It’s hard for us to issue 
traffic if we don’t know it is there!   

Example:  Brown Tower, Cessna 123 upper otay 2300’ with 
Charlie inbound for touch and goes, have the Cherokee 
ahead in sight.   

Reminders:  Make sure you include the phonetic letter of the 
ATIS on your initial call, and always read back the runway 
assignment including the word LEFT or RIGHT.  Also, 
when you are taxiing out and would like an intersection 
departure, please make the request on your initial call.  

Contact me regarding any concerns or kudos: email me at 
SDM.TOWER@SERCO-NA.COM or call 619-661-0174 
and ask for Susie Karsky, Tower Manager.  I’d love to hear 
from you!  
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Larry Rothroth and Joe Russo handed out a variety of 
awards at the Monthly meeting on December 19th.  Kerry 
Powell joined the illustrious group of Life Members in 
recognition of all he has done for the newsletter and the web 
site.  Service awards were also presented to several of our 
hard working members, including Dennis Cullum, Gene 
Hubbard and Jesse Clark.  Thanks to all of them for a job 
well done. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bob Osborn’s grandson Nat and Ryan 
took a ride in the Tomahawk. 
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The Chapter 14 Young Eagles Year 
in Review 
By Jesse Clark 
 
2009 was a good year for the Young Eagles program at 
Chapter 14. Nine Young Eagle pilots flew 139 Young 
Eagles. This included four Sea Cadet group visits plus a Boy 
Scout troop, so that number isn’t so hard to imagine. The 
breakdown of Young Eagles flown by pilot is as follows: 
 
_ Armond Brattland - 14 
_ Ben Balanag - 01 
_ Frank Himmerich - 12 
_ Gerry Boughner - 31 
_ Nik Kruhmin - 07 
_ Pete Grootendorst - 39 
_ R. Ryan - 23 
_ Ronald Burgher - 06 
_ Thomas Davies - 06 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A big Thank You goes out to everyone that for all their time 
and effort in supporting the Young Eagle program.   
 
Not only were we able to reach out to so many young people 
and give them the wonderful experience of a flight (for some 
it was their very first), but we have been fortunate to provide 
them with new take home material. As you might expect, 
many find this flight something they will always remember. 
For many, it’s just the inspiration they needed to continue in 
aviation.  
 
To support that end, Sporty’s Pilot Shop has generously 
created and donated the Young Eagles Logbook, which can 
be used to log all kinds of aviation related activities, such as 

the Young Eagle flight, commercial flights, simulator time, 
etc.  Included with the logbook is access to Sporty’s 
Complete Flight Training Course ($199 value), completely 
free!  Not only that, but Gleim Publications now offers a 
free copy of “Learn to Fly” publication to each Young Eagle 
flown. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gleim Publications offers a 34-page book called "Learn to 
Fly, Become a Pilot" which covers many of the common 
questions people ask about learning to fly. From the 
requirements to obtain a recreational or private license to 
how airplanes fly, these books provide a wonderful 
introduction for Young Eagles. Gleim Publications has 
offered to provide copies of "Learn to Fly" free of charge to 
any EAA Chapter or EAA Young Eagles Pilot to give to 
their next Young Eagle.  As Dr. Gleim said, "We have 
designed (the book) it with Young Eagles in mind and we 
aspire to convince them that they can and should train to 
become a pilot." All this is in addition to being added to the 
world’s largest Aviation Logbook, which now records over 
1.5 million Young Eagle flights logged! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
So what’s next you ask? In time for the New Year, the 
Chapter 14 Young Eagles program will start utilizing social 
media to reach out to more families and young people about 
Young Eagle flight opportunities. This will include pages on 
Facebook and Twitter, with posts made during Flight Day 
events. Look for the links on the Chapter 14 Young Eagle 
page coming soon. 

Bob Johnson, Armond Brattland, Gerry 
Boughner, and Ryan 
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Great food, good company, Hangar 1 all decked out for the 
holidays, and sunny skies after a few days of rain – what 
else could you ask for!  Well, you got that and more at the 
2009 EAA Chapter 14 Holiday Party.  Bob Johnson and 
Sharleen organized the event, choosing the menu, making 
goody-bags for all the guests and arranging the 
entertainment.  Volunteers Pete and Janeth Grootendorst, 
Jimmy Kennedy and the Ryans helped set up and decorate 
the Chapter.  Gary List and Richard Kalling positioned the 
space heaters for maximum comfort.  Forty-three chapter 
members and guests benefited from all their hard work and 
enjoyed a tasty meal catered by the Boston Market: turkey, 
chicken, meatloaf, potatoes, yams, corn, beans and all the 
fixings, ably served by Paul Hanson and Joe Russo.  The 

guests then could enjoy a dessert of carrot cake and 
Sharleen’s homemade banana crème pie, all washed down 
by Joe Russo’s holiday eggnog.  After lunch, Jesse Clark ran 
a 1941 film from the San Diego Chamber of Commerce 
highlighting the many aviation related activities in San 
Diego at that critical time in our history.  Even the history 
buffs in the group learned a lot.  Bob and Sharleen handed 
out the door and table prizes and as a fitting end to the party, 
Bob serenaded the group with an inspired bugle rendition of 
Anchors Away and God Bless America. The guests all 
pitched in to help clean-up, with Chris Puntis taking the lead 
in cleaning up the kitchen.  Thanks again to all who helped 
and to all the Chapter 14 members who supported this 
Chapter activity.  Hope to see more of you next year! 
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Gene Lenard’s 
Luscombe 8E 

Jim Kennedy, 
John Watt, 
Joe Russo  

Paul Hanson, 
Lista Duran and 
Gene Hubbard 
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Gene Hubbard’s 
ground up Tri-
Pacer restoration 

Jerry Boughner’s 
Tiger Moth 

Dennis Cullum ’s 
beautiful RV3  

Dennis Cullum’s 
beautiful RV-3 
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EAA CHAPTER 14 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 
NEW MEMBER  INFO CORRECTION RENEWAL  YOUTH 
$30.00    (name and changes only) $25.00   $10.00 
 
DATE _____/_____/_____ WHAT NAME WOULD YOU LIKE 

 PRINTED ON YOUR BADGE?______________________________ 
 
NAME____________________________________________________________________ 
  LAST    FIRST   INITIAL   SPOUSE 
 
ADDRESS________________________________________________________________ 
  NUMBER STREET CITY   STATE   ZIP 
 
PHONE_____-_____-_____ _____-_____-_____ _____-_____-_____ 
  HOME    CELL    WORK 
 
E-MAIL ______________________________________ 
 
DATE OF BIRTH  _____/_____/_____ 
 
EAA NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP # ___________________  _____/_____/_____ 
          EXPIRATION DATE 
 
OCCUPATION________________________________________________[  ] RETIRED 
 
FAA RATINGS:  [  ]STUDENT [  ]PRIVATE [  ]COM  [  ]CFI  [  ]A&P  
    [  ]Glider [  ]IFR  [  ]ME  [   ]IA  [  ]ROTO  
   [  ]Flt Eng [  ]Radio Repair [  ]Other: _______________________________ 
 
AIRCRAFT PROJECT UNDERWAY___________________ % COMPLETE_________ 
 
AIRCRAFT NOW OWNED________________________________________________ 
 
SPECIAL SKILLS THAT MIGHT BE HELPFUL TO OTHER MEMBERS _____________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
I NEED HELP IN: SELECTION  DESIGN CONSTRUCTION 
   OTHER______________________________________________ 
 
INTEREST IN CHAPTER 14 MANAGEMENT OR ACTIVITIES 

[   ]President   [   ]Vice President [   ]Secretary  [   ]Treasurer  
[   ]Board of Directors  [   ]Newsletter  [   ]Tech Counselor [   ]Flyout 
[   ]Video / Library  [   ]Membership [   ]Other:_____________________ 

 
NEWSLETTER:  I prefer to receive my newsletter [  ] via e-mail or [  ] printed via U.S. mail 
 
PAYMENT ENCLOSED  $_______________ Please mail this form with payment to: 
 EAA Chapter 14 
 1409 Continental Avenue 
 San Diego, CA  92154-5707  
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Unclassified ads are free to Chapter 14 members - $5 
to non-members for 2 months.  To submit an ad (or 
other newsletter input) send to Donna Ryan, 
Newsletter editor, either by email (preferred) at 
rryan@san.rr.com or by phone at 858-273-4051. 
 
Cessna 170A 1/10th Share for Sale. Fly Cheap! Group 
membership is a great way to fly on a low budget. Own a 
1/10th share of  N9268A which is parked in hangar 1 at 
Chapter 14. Share insurance, maintenance and hangar 
expenses/time with 9 other great members. Pay only 
$55/mo. and $10/hr. tach time dry (with 1 hour free per 
month!) to fly a vintage taildragger. Great VFR cross-
country and primary training airplane! Clean paint and 
interior, with low time since overhaul with new Millennium 
cylinders.  All owners respect and care for the plane and the 
schedule is usually wide open. Easy online or toll free 
telephone scheduling makes reserving flying time very 
simple. Requires EAA National and Chapter 14 membership 
and $3750 equity buy in. Call (760)715-9743 or email 
nkruhmin@gmail.com 
 
RV-4 Wing kit with Phlogiston spar. $6000. : Empenage kit 
$1150.00.    John Alley 858-344-8490. E-Mail: 
jalleynbart@juno.com 
 
Piper Colt: PA22-105 Restoration project: $5,500.00 
John Alley 858-344-8490. E-Mail: jalleynbart@juno.com 
 
Zenith 601XL quick build kit with Jabiru 3300 new engine 
and firewall forward kit. Fusalage on gear with brake 
system, dual sticks and empanage installed.  Wings with 
lockers,lights,tanks,aileron t\rim completed. Call Warren 
@858-492-9608 or Email to waeding@san.rr.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WWW.barnstormers.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rent This Space 
Put your business card here for 

only $5 per issue. 
 

Contact Donna, Newsletter Editor at 
858-273-4051 or rryan@san.rr.com 
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January 2 – Open house, coffee, lunch at 

Chapter 14 hangars, Brown Field. 

January 9 – Open house, Young Eagle 
flights, coffee, lunch, at Chapter 14 
hangars, Brown Field.   

January 16 –Pancake breakfast 7:30 – 9:30, 
membership meeting—10 AM, Open 
house, coffee at Chapter 14 hangars, 
Brown Field.  Lunch – 11:30 

January 23 – Open house, coffee, lunch, at 
Chapter 14 hangars, Brown Field. 

January 28 - Board of Directors meeting 

January 30 - Open house, coffee, lunch, at 
Chapter 14 hangars, Brown Field. 
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January 2010 
CHAPTER WEBSITE 
http://www.eaa14.org 

E-mail 
kgpowell@roadrunner.com 

EAA Chapter 14 Memberships 
Membership cost is $25.00 per year plus an initial $5.00 
induction fee for new members.  Applications are available at our 
Brown Field hangars and on our website. 

Chapter Officers and Directors 
Title Name Phone E-mail 
President Larry Rothrock (619) 507-4455 rothrock@znet.com 
Vice-President Joseph Russo (619) 285-0852 jrussosd@aol.com 
Secretary Donna Ryan (858) 273-4051 rryan@san.rr.com 
Treasurer Gary List (619) 482-0227 glist@cox.net 
Director Jerry Boughner (760) 789-2357 gboughner@gmail.com 
Director (Safety) Pete Grootendorst (619) 421-6252 pjgrootend41@cox.net 
Director (Membership) Eugene N. Hubbard (858) 274-2091 nx421gn@gmail.com 
Director Gale Jennings (619) 441-0561 buckeyefan0@netscape.net 
Director Richard G. Kalling (858) 750-6558 countk@kalling.net 
Director Jimmy Kennedy (858) 274-6266 jimbojade@yahoo.com 
Director Gene Lenard (619) 442-4978 elenard@mac.com 
Director Kerry Powell (760) 602-0662 kgpowell@roadrunner.com 
Director Chris Puntis (760) 943-6997 skitchmo@sbcglobal.net 
Director Kevin Roche 619-443-9319 tkevinr@rocketmail.com 
Director Ron Schuler  schuler.ron@gmail.com 
Director Alan Sparks (619) 463-2648 alspa700@cox.net 
Young Eagles Jesse Clark (619) 573-6166 jesse@clipper314.net 
Hangar Mgr R.S. Ryan (858) 273-4051 rryan@san.rr.com 
Tech Counselor Eugene N. Hubbard (858) 274-2091 nx421gn@gmail.com 
Flight Advisor Reuven Silberman (619) 749-5561 pilots2@yahoo.com 
EAA Chapter 14 (with recorder) (619) 661-6520 

On-Going Chapter Events 
Open House at the Brown 
Field Hangars every 
Saturday from 8:00 A.M. 
to 2:00 P.M. with lunch at 
11:30. 
Pancake breakfast -7:30-
9:30 A.M. third Saturday 
of each month. 
General Meeting - 10:00 
A.M. third Saturday of 
each month. 

Tape Library 
Our tape library contains 
over 700 tapes of many 
interesting and 
informative subjects.  
These tapes may be 
checked out by members 
for a period of one week.  
Return tapes in person, or 
by mail. 


